Graduate Students
Pave Career Paths
with More Funding
Opportunities

Universities providing graduate students access to Pivot are jumpstarting careers by
unlocking doors to securing more research funding.

“Pivot is proving to be a tremendous resource for our graduate
students.”
Susan S. Robinson, Coordinator of Information Services, University of North Carolina Charlotte

The Graduate Student Dilemma

Universities Find a Way: The Pivot

Securing research funding is becoming an increasingly

Solution

competitive undertaking on a global scale and across all
disciplines.
As a result, university graduate students depending on their
institution and its resources, may find their research completely
unfunded. Even when research is partially supported by the
institution, additional funds are often needed for follow-up
analysis, field work, attending scientific conferences, stipends,
publishing in open access journals, and other expenses. Lab
closures and extending timelines needed to complete research
due to Covid-19 are only exacerbating the problem.
Yet, for many grad students, who often carry tuition burdens,
“securing their own funding is critical to be able to conduct
their research,” explains Susan S. Robinson, Coordinator
of Information Services at the University of North Carolina
Charlotte’s Center for Research Excellence. “Those who find
their own funding can jumpstart their careers or open up
opportunities to expand their research in ways that they didn’t
know were available to them.”
The typical path forward for grad students is therefore heavily
dependent on their ability to independently identify research
funding, collaborators and publishing opportunities. If they are
successful in obtaining research grants, then they will be seen
as valuable recruits in the race to postdoctoral or professional
employment.
However, locating the right funding sources for a specific
research proposal or project is very challenging. And after a
source is found, applying for a grant is time-consuming, often
tedious, and most likely to end in rejection – especially for
inexperienced grad students.

Universities can step into the gap and support the efforts
of their graduate students by providing them access to Ex
Libris Pivot, the most comprehensive global resource for
finding scholarships, grants, fellowships, and other funding
opportunities.
Pivot connects researchers with available funding opportunities
quickly and easily, with targeted worldwide searches across
22,000 opportunities worth over 70 billion US dollars. The
solution further accelerates research processes by streamlining,
centralizing and integrating collaborator discovery and
publishing opportunities, as well as offering actionable insights
that grad students can take full advantage of.

“The typical comment I hear from graduate
students using Pivot is, ‘This is huge!’” - Paul Barrow,
Foundations and Grants Librarian, University of
Michigan

Paul Barrow, who serves as the University of Michigan’s
Foundations and Grants Librarian, consults with faculty and
graduate students from across the campus in group and oneon-one sessions. He has noted that Pivot is always central to his
conversations about research and funding opportunities. “The
typical comment I hear from graduate students using Pivot is,
‘This is huge!”
At the University of Michigan, the majority of graduate students
are initially focused on finding funding that covers their tuition,
for which they find Pivot to be a valuable tool. After a brief dig
into the solution, and discovering how its powerful Advanced
Funding search and Profile capabilities can be leveraged, their
focus typically turns toward their broader career trajectory.

“Funding is a central concern for faculty and graduate students. As such, Pivot is like
waves spreading in water, and graduate students are often the first wave.”
Paul Barrow, Foundations and Grants Librarian, University of Michigan
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The “Applicant Type” field in Pivot is
encompassing and allows each user to find
unique funding sources for which they are
eligible, including those specifically intended
for students and early career researchers.
The various options in the “Sponsor Type”
field provides insight into the different areas
and source of funding available.
Barrow’s primary goal in working with
graduate students at the University of
Michigan is providing them the tools for
academic success and for meeting their
career objectives. This includes helping
them leverage the Pivot database to get an
understanding of the funding landscape
they will encounter in the future by
exploring opportunities with Applicant Type
prerequisites common to later stages of their
careers.
When graduate students excitedly share newly discovered
funding opportunities with faculty members they know,
Pivot is often part of the conversation, which inevitably leads
to a consultation between Barrow and the faculty member
regarding the Pivot solution’s capabilities. As such, Pivot is like
waves spreading in the water,” Barrow explains, “and Graduate
Students are often the first wave.”

The University of North Carolina Charlotte is helping
graduate students more easily find the most relevant
funding opportunities with embedded links to curated,
discipline-specific Pivot search results.

This makes it possible for students to just be one click
away from easily finding highly relevant research funding
opportunities, scholarships, grants, fellowships, and other
sources for supporting their education and career goals. Though
Pivot is highly intuitive to use, the center also provides periodic
hands-on workshops that improve student success with the
solution and introduces students to advanced Pivot features to
enhance their funding discovery efforts.

Personalized profiles, proactive matching
In addition to robust search options, Pivot hosts researcher profiles that it can proactively match with relevant funders and
collaborators. Grad students can set preferences in their profiles for alerts and recommendations, as well as share funding
opportunities with their colleagues. Over 3.4 million researcher profiles are regularly being enriched with the latest data, including
publications and grant awards.
Personalization and an end-user-focused design make Pivot an easy solution to implement and use. Grad students can
immediately start receiving funding recommendations and finding potential collaborators after they are credentialed.
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Learn more and get in touch with us:
www.exlibrisgroup.com/pivot

About Ex Libris
Ex Libris, a ProQuest company, is a leading global provider of cloud-based solutions that enable institutions and their users to
create, manage, and share knowledge. In close collaboration with its customers and the broader community, Ex Libris develops
solutions that increase library productivity, maximize the impact of research activities, enhance teaching and learning, and
drive student mobile engagement. Ex Libris serves over 7,500 customers in 90 countries. For more information, see our website
and join us on LinkedIn, YouTube, Facebook, and Twitter.

